DECLARATION   OF   WAR
doing policeman's work, but bearing the imposing title of "Commander-in-Chief in the Marks." This functionary informed the Foreign Office briefly that he was compelled "in view of the authenticated frontier violations, to employ the same measures in connection with the French Legation and the French generally, as have already been made use of towards the Russian Legation and the Russians " On this even Jagow took his red pencil and wrote on the margin: "What sort of measures are these? We are not yet at war. Diplomats are still accredited"
For this declaration of war, too, was hard to draw up: they did not like to base it on France's evasive answer, so resorted to the violated frontier and the Nuremberg bombs. But this was too much for the long-suffering wire between Berlin and Paris; it refused to transmit that declaration of war, and when the Ambassador at the other end tried to read the telegram, the groups were all mixed up,
Herr von Schon had, however, gathered that the telegram dealt with the declaration of war. He therefore construed it as well as he could himself; and in the afternoon gave M. Viviani various grounds for war, including the Nuremberg bombs, which had remained legible, but of which the Prussian Minister in Munich had wired a denial to Berlin, shortly after despatch of the telegram.
On this grotesque basis the "Franco-German War" began.
Britannia still held the balance in her hand, but her eyes were not bound; they looked across to the Continent through the strongest of glasses to see where hope blossomed most greenly.
The Pan-Germans, the civilians at any rate, had a classical conception of England: "A small German force is enough to stop the mouths of the heroes across the Channel for good and all. . . . We only have to throw across a division,
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